SUNNY, BREEZY 
High: 56 

Low: 39 

O%chance 

ofrain 


lostly cloudy, 52/40 
Monday: Partly cloudy, 64/44 
Tuesday: Sunny, 65/45 


Details on the back of Metro 


The Atlanta 


Journal-Constitution 


Credible. Compelling. Complete. 


BUSINESS, A9 


SPORTS, C1 


WHY GWINNETT MEGA-MOVIE | AS NO. 10 AUBURN LOOMS, 


STUDIO HAS HIT A SNAG 


BULLDOGS COUNT ON NO. 1 


LIVING, D1 


WHY ZOO FAMILY 
IS IN MOURNING 


AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 


Health care early 
enrollment brisk 


Ze Le 


req 


feats Georgia One Person at aTime 


www.insurega.org 
1.866.988.8246 


David Branch, 37, an Atlanta Area Regional Navigator with Insure Georgia, works on the computer at 
Adamsville Regional Health Center in Atlanta on Wednesday. CASEY SYKES / CASEY.SYKES@AJC.COM) 


Sign-up numbers more than double the rate of last year. 


By Ariel Hart 
ahart@ajc.com 


Nick Anderson prepared for 
weeks for open enrollment as 
an Affordable Care Act navigator 
in his west-central Georgia terri- 
tory. And as he hit up local spots 
asking to post fliers and publicize 
the Nov. 1 start date, he noticed 
something different this year. 

“They're way more energized 
about spreading the word,” he 
said. 

That energy has apparently 
paid off — at least so far. In the 
opening days of Obamacare’s 
enrollment window, Anderson’s 


FAQS 
Q.When does the enrollment 
period end? 

A.Dec. 15 

Q.Where do | sign up? 
A.Healthcare.gov 

For more tips on enrolling, 
see A4. 


enrollments are tracking more 
than double the rate of last year, 
and the nation’s is surging, too. 
Numbers released Thursday by 
the Trump administration show 
601,462 people signed up for an 


Obamacare health plan in the first 
four days of enrollment, a much 
faster rate than last year’s open- 
ing weeks. 

It’s buoyant news for advocates 
of the health care system. They 
have feared enrollment will tank 
this year after months of confu- 
sion in Washington over repeal- 
ing Obamacare, as well as con- 
crete steps the Trump adminis- 
tration took that weakened it, 
such as cutting the enrollment 
period off at Dec. 15. 

The administration would pre- 
fer to repeal the ACA altogether 


Enrollment continued on A4 


HARTSFIELD-JACKSON 


Airport ride-share plan gets a lift 


Officials to add 
dedicated pick-up zone 
lane by Wednesday. 


By Kelly Yamanouchi 
kyamanouchi@ajc.com 


For months, Uber and Lyft users 
at Hartsfield-Jackson Interna- 
tional have voiced their frustra- 
tions when trying to catch rides 
home during the busiest periods 


at the airport's new ride-share 
pickup zones. 

Hartsfield-Jackson officials 
say they plan to have fixes to 
address some of those issues 
by Wednesday. 

Among the problems: The 
new ride-share pickup areas 
are a lengthy walk from the ter- 
minal particularly for passen- 
gers with checked bags, fam- 
ilies with young children and 
car seats, and disabled passen- 


gers or those in wheelchairs. 
The new pickup zones are ina 
section of the economy park- 
ing lots. 

“You've got to walk a signifi- 
cantly longer way to get to where 
the pickup is,” William Crozer, 
who traveled to Atlanta recently. 
“I don’tthink it was implemented 
well because it’s off in a park- 
ing lot.” 


Uber airport continued on AS 


Immigrant 
center’s future 
re-evaluated 


170 jobs, $4M in private 
investments, tax 
revenues in jeopardy. 


By Jeremy Redmon 
jredmon@aje.com 


The Trump administration 
moved this week to close a fed- 
eral immigration detention cen- 
ter in South Georgia just months 
after it opened, and then said it 
was re-evaluating that decision, 
leaving 170 jobs, $4 million in pri- 
vate investments, and a big chunk 
of local tax revenue up in the air. 

U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement’s change of direc- 
tion Friday came after Republi- 
can U.S. Rep. Buddy Carter, who 
represents the area, told The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution he 
had secured an assurance about 
the center’s fate from ICE Acting 


Director Thomas Homan. 

Citing “low usage,” ICE had 
notified Charlton County by email 
Monday that it was canceling a 
five-year contract with the county 
for managing the Folkston ICE 
Processing Center. Florida-based 
GEO Group, a private corrections 
firm, is operating the center next 
tothe D. Ray James federal prison, 
near the Florida border. 

“As soon as I heard of this sit- 
uation I immediately contacted 
Acting Director Homan,” Car- 
ter said in a prepared statement 
Thursday. “We had a produc- 
tive conversation and he has 
assured me the contract is not 
being terminated. Many jobs in 
the area depend on this facil- 
ity and I will continue to work 
to protect them if the situation 
arises in the future.” 


Center continued on A2 


VETERANS DAY 


S5. = 
Soldiers man a howitzer during an artillery attack in a photo by Ist 
Lt. James H. Holcombe Jr., a Tucker resident who snapped 600 color 
photographs during his service in Vietnam. JAMES H. HOLCOMBE JR. 


Vets’ Vietnam history 
hits home in exhibit 


Soldiers ‘merciful when 
they needed to be 
merciful, curator says. 


By Bo Emerson 
bemerson@ajc.com 


In 1969, arriving at Bien Hoa 
Air Base, South Vietnam, Ist Lt. 
James King of Griffin got a rude 
‘wake-up call. 

“Going across the tarmac there, 
I looked over and there was a 


C-141 Starlifter and they were 
loading coffins and body bags 
on board,” King told an inter- 
viewer. “And that is when real- 
ity hit, right there.” 

Atlanta’s Vietnam veterans tell 
ofa tumultuous conflict in a coun- 
try that was beautiful and terri- 
fying in “More Than Self: Living 
the Vietnam War,” a new exhibit 
opening Saturday at the Atlanta 
History Center. 


Vietnam continued on A8 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
Trump pitches ‘America 
first’ trade policy 


Speaking at the Asia-Pacific Eco- 
nomic Cooperation forum, Donald 
Trump vowed to protect U.S. inter- 
ests against foreign exploitation. 


The new series of watches from Glashütte: sitting 
smartly under the cuff, working with high preci- 
men who are passionate about what 


sion: 


they do. The motor within is NOMOS’ sensational 
automatic caliber DUW 3001, made by hand in 
d for peak performance with 
high tech. Metro neomatik silvercut and other 


Germany, trimn 


models are now available with selected retailers. 
More: brownjewelers.com, namos-glashuette.com 
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METRO, B1 
Meet thenew 
mayor of Cumming 


Troy Brumbalow, 46,wasn't even 
born when H. Ford Gravitt —the 
manhe just beat to become the 
city'snext mayor — first took office. 


METRO, B1 INDEX 

i Business A9 Obituaries B4 
List of worst schools Classifieds £1 Puzzles D3 
inGeorgiaimminent Volume 69, Number 315 
Georgia's first"chief turnaround 

officer” for woebegone schools, 

Eric Thomas, is hard at work 

identifying those he wants to help. M T ERUITTIE 
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At Work 


